
Heig ht: 15-20  m eter s  

Diameter: 30-60  cen t im et r es  
 

 

White Birch 
Betula papyrifera 

USES 
Man y n or th er n  abor ig in a l g r ou ps  con s ider  it  th e m ost  

u sefu l of a ll t r ees . Bir ch  bar k  was  u sed  for  m ak in g  

bask ets , box es , tu bs , baby cr adles , p la t ter s , bead  pan s , 

cu ps  an d  oth er  con ta in er s .  Th e bar k  a lso lin ed  can oes , 

t eepees  an d  was  u sed  to m ak e docu m en ts  for  m edicin e 

m en . 

  

Pr odu cts  in clu de p lywood , ven eer, fu r n itu r e m ak in g , 

fir ewood, ice cr eam  s t ick s , tooth pick s , bobbin s , 

cloth espin s , spools , br oom  h an dles , s leds , sn owsh oes  an d  

toys .   

 

Bir ch  bar k  is  a  n a tu r a l fir e s ta r ter.  Bir ch  bar k  sh ou ld  be 

tak en  fr om  a  fa llen  log  becau se s t r ippin g  th e ba r k  fr om  a  

live t r ee can  in ju r e th e t r ee or  leave per m an en t  sca r s .  

 

Leaves  can  be ch ewed an d applied  to wasp  s t in g s  to dr aw 

ou t  poison .  Th e th in , paper y  ou ter  ba r k  was  u sed  to 

ban dag e bu r n s  an d  h eavier  ba r k  was  u sed  for  cas t s  an d  

s lin g s .  
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Dis t ing uis hing  feature: Wh ite bar k  peels  in  paper y  s t r ips  
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White Birch  
Betula papyrifera 

Leaves are ovate with large, 

coarse teeth on the margin 
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