
Heig ht: 6 -15  m eter s  

Diameter: 30-60  cen t im et r es  
 

 

Tamarack 
Larix laricina 

USES 
Th e flex ible r oots  wer e peeled  an d  sp lit , an d  u sed  to s t it ch  

th e seam s of bir ch  bar k  can oes .  Rot ted  tam ar ack  wood is  

bu r n ed  for  sm ok in g  fish  an d  sm ok e-tan n in g  h ides . 

Eu r opean s  u sed  tam ar ack  for  sh ip  bu ild in g  as  th e wood 

was  con s ider ed  n ear ly  in des t r u ct ible, even  ag a in s t  th e 

elem en ts . 

 

Tam ar ack  wood is  h eavy, du r able, an d  decay-r es is tan t  

wh ich  m ak es  it  g ood for  pos t s , poles , m in e t im ber s , an d  

r a ilr oad  t ies .  

 

Gr ows in  cold , poor ly -dr a in ed , n u t r ien t -poor  s ites  su ch  as  

bog s  an d  fen s .  

 

Tam ar ack  n eedles  a r e h ig h  in  vitam in  C so abor ig in a l 

people an d  Eu r opean  t r aveller s  m ade a  tea  fr om  th e 

n eedles  an d  you n g  twig s  to pr even t  scu r vy.  Tea  m ade 

fr om  th e n eedles , ba r k  an d  r oots  was  r ecom m en ded for  

t r ea t in g  sor e m u scles , a r th r it is  an d  d iabetes . 

His torical - 

Commercial - 

Natural  - 

Medicinal - 

Dis t ing uis hing  feature: Th e Tam ar ack  t r ee is  th e on ly  n a t ive 

con ifer ou s  t r ee in  ou r  r eg ion  to sh ed  it s  n eedles  in  th e au tu m n .  
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Needles attached in clusters 
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