
Heig ht: u p  to 15  m eter s  

Diameter: 10-30  cen t im et r es  
 

 

Black Spruce 
Picea mariana 

USES 
Th e Ch ipewyan  u sed  th e ba r k  to m ak e sh in g les  for  th e r oofs  

of log  cabin s . Black  spr u ce was  especia lly  im por tan t  for  

t r appin g  an d  th e fu r  t r ade; sap lin g s  wer e u sed  to cr ea te 

sn ar es  an d  m eta l t r aps  wer e boiled  with  a  m ix tu r e of spr u ce 

br an ch es , a lder  twig s  an d  bee’s  wax  to r em ove h u m an  scen t .  

 

Black  spr u ce wood is  u sed  to m ak e pu lp , n ewspr in t , fin e 

paper s  an d  Kr aft  paper.  Th e cellu lose fr om  th is  t r ee is  u sed  

in  th e m ak in g  of sau sag e cas in g s , ex plos ives  an d  im ita t ion  

lea th er. 

 

Black  spr u ce g r ows in  cold , poor ly -dr a in ed , n u t r ien t -poor  

s ites  su ch  as  bog s  an d  fen s .  Som e n a tu r a lis t s  say  th a t  th e 

top  bu lb of br an ch es  –th e cr ow’s  n es t - r esu lt s  fr om  r ed  

squ ir r els  clippin g  off con e laden  br an ch es  close to th e top  of 

th e t r ee. 

 

Bit s  of dr y  r ot ted  spr u ce wood was  wr apped in  a  p iece of 

ca r ibou  h ide an d  pou n ded to a  fin e baby powder. Th e powder  

was  u sed  to pr even t  ch afin g  an d  acted  as  a  deodor an t . 

His torical - 

Commercial - 

Natural  - 

Medicinal - 

Dis t ing uis hing  feature:  Sh or t  u pper m ost  br an ch es  

clu s ter ed  to for m  “cr ow’s  n es t”  
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Square needles  
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Black spruce bark 
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Black Spruce 
Picea mariana 
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Crow’s nest  
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