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Inside Stories 

¶ FRIAA News - ñSurvive or Perishò 

¶ FireSmart News 

¶ Forest Industry Career Fair 

¶ Boreal Forest Nature Club News 

¶ Farewell for two incredible board members 

Quick Facts for 2014-2015: 

· Saw 7496 students,1803 adults for a total of 9299 participants  

· Did 304 fieldtrips and 80 classroom presentations  

· Completed  33 community outreach programs  

· Over 69,650 participants have learned about the boreal forest in 

the last 15 years 

New Programs: 

· FireSmart Junior Officer Program for Grades 1 - 3 

· Watersheds 101 Webinar - Adult Education 

· Aquatic Ecosystem Assessment - Science 24 

· Forest Industry Career Fair  

ñCommitted to Forest Focused Environmental Education ñ  September 2014 ñ August 2015 

         Fire Ecology hike at the top of Marten Mountain 

The Lesser Slave Forest Education Society is non-profit charitable organization operating since March 2000.  We offer  

educational programs to schools, community groups and the general public.  We teach forest education through interactive 

fieldtrips, classroom presentations and other special events.  Essentially, we like to have fun while learning and we areé. 

Getting Better All The Time!! 

 

ñThe Bio 20 fieldtrip was amazing 

as usual. Your people were very         

informative and knowledgeable 

The students were talking about 

 it all day today. Lots of great  

information and many experiences.   

Thanks for all that you do!ò 

 

Wade Deering,  Bio 20 Teacher              

St. Andrews Catholic  School 

 



FRIAA Funding is Fabulous!  
Since 2005, the Forest Resources Improvement Association of Alberta (FRIAA) 

has been instrumental in helping to fund various environmental education projects, 

including 2 very talented forest educators, - Cori Klassen and Laura Windsor.  Our 

educators help to deliver creative, dynamic and effective forest education program-

ming for both the Lesser Slave Forest Education Society (LSFES) and the Boreal 

Centre for Bird Conservation (BCBC).  They brought the curriculum to life for 3600 

students from kindergarten to post-secondary undergraduates, this year alone!   

Other funding from FRIAA has been dedicated to creating Boreal   

Forest Science Kits for junior and senior high classes focusing on  

environmental management concerns.  This winter, ñBoreal Manò   

will be introduced to high school students as they discover Boreal  

Species at Risk. The LSFES and the BCBC have developed a 

unique lesson kit that will help students understand the Species At 

Risk Act. (SARA)  

Not only have we developed an innovative video about SARA, we 

also created a cool game called ñSurvive or Perish!ò which is a take off on the 

kids game, ñSnakes and Laddersò.  Special thanks to Trina Vercholuk for leading 

this project and bringing it to life!  Species at Risk Science Kits will be available for  

educators to download in January 2016 from the LSFES website - www.lsfes.org 

Boreal Science Kits 
The primary focus of Boreal Science 

Kits project is to increase public aware-

ness and understanding of challenges 

faced by forest professionals every day 

as they try to manage the boreal forest 

landscape.  Students will explore ñrealò 

issues experienced by forest  managers 

and learn about the challenges of 

ñBalancing the Borealò.   

Boreal Science Kits include: 

1. Online videos introducing the topic 

2. Teacher Guide 

3. Student Handout 

4. Case Study Assignment 

5. Fact Sheets 

6. Class Discussion Questions 

7. Class Activity - a fun, interactive 
game reinforcing learning objectives. 

By January 2017, we are looking for-

ward to presenting 2 other science kits 

for educators everywhere to use: 

1. Integrated Land Management 

Science Kit - Students participate 

in an online presentation that gets 

students thinking critically about  

their foot print on the landscape. 

2. Aboriginal Traditional Use and 

Forest Management Tool Kit  - 

This education project teaches 

students about the complex issues 

that exist between 2 users on the 

landscape, Aboriginal Traditional 

Use and Forestry.  Thank you to 

Diane Dawson-Smith for a great 

job at coordinating this project. 

Aboriginal youth having fun at a culture camp near Peerless Lake 

    FRIAA Stats:   É    358 presentations    É    6,680 participants  

Bio 20  students playing Survive or Perish 



FireSmart Projects 
FireSmart Education News! 

Since the Slave Lake fire in May 2011, the Lesser Slave Region Tri-council has   

provided funding to develop and deliver FireSmart  educational programing,         

especially for youth.  Together, with our educational partner, the Boreal Centre for 

Bird Conservation, we have created new and innovative FireSmart tools for students 

and the general public.    

The first thing that created was the FireSmart Interactive Magnetic Board. This board 

is very visual and it makes it easy to envision FireSmart  actions that homeowners 

can do around their property. This board works really well in classrooms, fieldtrips 

and tradeshows to capture kids immediate attention  Kids love this board because it 

is very interactive and lots of fun. To supplement the magnetic board, we created a 

Kid Friendly Home Assessment Form, which covers the same principles as the 

FireSmart Canada form, but makes it easy for kids to understand. 

We also developed Lesson Plans and Interactive Games for teachers, and recently a 

special program was created for Grade 1ï 3 students called FireSmart Junior Officer. 

Students rotate through 5 stations and at each station, they learn a different principle 

about FireSmart.  Once they are finished, they earn their Junior Officer Badges to 

take home, along with a workbook containing FireSmart information for homeowners.  

That worked for the younger students - but we needed something that would work for 

older students - what better way than to light something on fire!  Susie vanderVaart, 

our FireSmart educator, developed a FireSmart Model that realistically shows the 

effectiveness of FireSmart treatments such as thinning and pruning on wildfire     

behaviour. This has been a really successful tool with adults and students. These 

models are used for Junior and Senior high students in a presentation called Wildfire 

Manager. This program has students take an untreated forest and develop a 

treatment plan to save a community. Then they get to test it by burning the FireSmart 

model. 

 

 

 

To supplement all of our FireSmart  programming, we have also made educational 

videos that showcase many concepts about FireSmart.  Check the videos out on the 

website www.livefiresmart.ca 

Our FireSmart messaging goes beyond youth, itôs about educating the homeowner 

too.  We have had a strong FireSmart presence at many community events in the 

Slave Lake area since 2011. We present at  open houses at the local Fire Halls, 

trade shows, or our  recent Wildfire Community Preparedness Day event. Whatever 

the event, our educators and interactive magnetic board are there! 

As well, we are heavily involved in the FireSmart Community Recognition Program,   

where small communities are identified as high risk from wildfire.  We assist them in 

developing a plan to make their community safer from wildfire.  After the 2011 fires, 

Marten Beach subdivision, north of Slave Lake, was identified as having extreme risk 

due to being a forested community.   Our goal is to continue to work together with 

Marten Beach cottage owners, to make their community FireSmart.   

We also work in collaboration with other organizations to do FireSmart Education 

programming: Lesser Slave Regional Fire Services, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, 

and the Lesser Slave Region FireSmart Committee. Lesson Plans and Interactive Games 

       FireSmart Stats:  É    156 presentations É     5232 participants    

Wildfire Manager  for Grade 7- 9 

FireSmart Junior Officer  Grade 1- 3 

 Videos 

Demonstration Models 



Lesser Slave Watershed Council  
 

Since 2009 the Lesser Slave Watershed Council (LSWC) has funded the 

Lesser Slave Forest Education Society to develop and teach water       

education programs. With their generous donation we are able to educate 

students about the importance of healthy water ecosystems.   

Teachers are very happy with our fieldtrips as their students have fun while   

learning the curriculum.  Who wouldnôt have fun when you get to search for 

marsh critters, test water quality and explore spruce bogs.  Thank you to 

Meghan Payne and Megan Graham of the LSWC for helping us to deliver 

great water education programs.   

 

 Fun Webinars 

The LSFES partnered with 
Northern Lakes College to 
teach 2 webinars last year:  

1. Exploring the Mystery of a 
Spruce Bog ï presented  by  
Cori Klassen and MJ Kristoff 

 

2. Watersheds 101- This webinar 
was presented in partnership with 
the Lesser Slave Watershed  
Council and was delivered by   
Meghan Payne and Susie 
vanderVaart 

 

Grade 5 student searching for  marsh critters 

Classroom presentation about the importance of wetlands 

LSWC Stats:      É    78  presentations    É    1474 participants  


